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Claude Smeal 

Claude Smeal joined the club late in the 1949 distance running 
season and immediately made his mark by winning the club 
marathon championship. 

Throughout his time with the club, Claude served with the 
Australian Army: 

• Involvement, World War 2 (1939, Major)

• Involvement, Korean War (1951, Captain)

• Discharged (1973) 

He competed in the 1952 Olympic Games marathon in 
Helsinki, Finland whilst on leave from the front line of the 
Korean War. The story of his training, selection & participation 
is extremely unique. 

 

Following his victory in the 1951 NSW Marathon Championship, Claude Smeal began 
hat would be held in 1952. His posting to the frontlines of the Korean 

provided another challenge. 

and rice paddys surrounding his army base, wearing his distinctive red & 
white striped club singlet and makeshift shoes. The countryside was littered with unexploded land 
mines, and there was a constant threat of enemy snipers shooting at him yet he persisted with his 

Due to his war posting, Smeal had not competed in the Australian Olympic marathon trial
not considered for selection when the Australian Olympic team was named in March 1952. 

war correspondents heard of the Australian soldier who 
Noel Monks (London Daily Mail) and Norman Mcswann (AAP

was published in the Sydney newspapers in late April 1952. Smeal had applied to the NSW 
Athletic Association for inclusion in the team at his own expense pending his ability to prove his fitness 

Championship to be conducted in London in June 1952.
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The Sydney Morning Herald
28 April 1952 p.5 

 
The war correspondents were impressed and offered to act as time keepers for a marathon trial to be 
conducted over a very roughly me
on 19 June 1952 in adverse conditions some 
forty-four minutes slower than the world record of the time.
dispatched a cable to his former boss Frank Packer
added to the Olympic team that had already left Australia and was en route to 
 

News (Adelaide) 
20 June 1952 p.19 

History of the St George District Athletic Club – Claude Smeal 

 
Sydney Morning Herald The Sun 

27 April 1952 p.9 

ere impressed and offered to act as time keepers for a marathon trial to be 
conducted over a very roughly measured course just behind the front line. Smeal completed the trial 

in adverse conditions some six minutes outside the Olympic qualifying time, and 
four minutes slower than the world record of the time. Noel Monks, who was an Australian, 

dispatched a cable to his former boss Frank Packer and asked him to use his influence to have Smeal 
added to the Olympic team that had already left Australia and was en route to 

 
The Sydney Morning Herald

26 June 1952 p.8
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Frank Packer wielded his influence and Claude Smeal was added to the Australian Olympic Team 
within two days, with the Australian Army providing leav
 
The 1952 Helsinki Olympic Games
performance of Emil Zatopec who won the r
5000m and 10000m events. The reigning world record holder, James 
number of other competitors were 
of 2:52:23. 
 
Following the Olympic Games, the 
had expected. Instead he was dispatched to a non
media reported this with unfavourable 
Games to leave the front line. Smeal fought the Army for his right to return to t
continued to run while in Japan. 
 
1952 Hiroshima Marathon Relay
 
On 19 November 1952 Claude Smeal coached the Britcom Signals Regiment team competing in the 
marathon relay race between Hiroshoma and Kure in Japan.
 

Corporal C.E.Fry taking over from Lieutenant C.V. Smeal

 
In June 1953 Smeal won his dispute with the Australian Army and was posted back to his 
then had been transferred to Brisbane, Queensland where the soldiers were training for further 
overseas postings. 
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his influence and Claude Smeal was added to the Australian Olympic Team 
within two days, with the Australian Army providing leave and transport support for the venture.

Helsinki Olympic Games marathon race will forever be remembered 
performance of Emil Zatopec who won the race in 2:23:03, having already won gold medals in 

The reigning world record holder, James Peters from Great Britain
 not able to finish the race. Smeal finished in 45

Following the Olympic Games, the Australian Army did not post Claude Smeal back
had expected. Instead he was dispatched to a non-combat signals unit in Hiroshima, Japan.
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Corporal C.E.Fry taking over from Lieutenant C.V. Smeal. Competitors from Signals who won in record t

marathon relay race between Hiroshima and Kure.

Smeal won his dispute with the Australian Army and was posted back to his 
Brisbane, Queensland where the soldiers were training for further 

3

his influence and Claude Smeal was added to the Australian Olympic Team 
e and transport support for the venture. 

race will forever be remembered for the amazing 
2:23:03, having already won gold medals in both the 

Peters from Great Britain, and a 
Smeal finished in 45th position with a time 

Claude Smeal back to Korea as he 
signals unit in Hiroshima, Japan. The 

mention of Smeal who appeared to have used the Olympic 
Smeal fought the Army for his right to return to the combat posting, and 

Claude Smeal coached the Britcom Signals Regiment team competing in the 

 
Competitors from Signals who won in record time a 
marathon relay race between Hiroshima and Kure. 

Smeal won his dispute with the Australian Army and was posted back to his unit which by 
Brisbane, Queensland where the soldiers were training for further 



History of the St George District Athletic Club 
 

1953 Queensland Marathon Championship
 

 

Claude Smeal
on 25 July 1953 in convincing fashion, smashing 39 minutes 20 
seconds off the previous record time in a race with only four starters. 
 
Since he was not a Queenslander he was not awarded the 
championship,
other finisher some 61½ minutes slower.
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1953 Queensland Marathon Championship 

Claude Smeal won the Queensland Marathon Championship race held 
on 25 July 1953 in convincing fashion, smashing 39 minutes 20 
seconds off the previous record time in a race with only four starters. 

Since he was not a Queenslander he was not awarded the 
championship, that honour going to Eddie Barnacle who was the only 
other finisher some 61½ minutes slower. 

 

Far Left: 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane) p.28
Sunday 26 July 1953
 
Left:  
Truth (Brisbane) p.16
Sunday 26 Jul

 1st 2nd 
   
1949: Marathon 15 Miles Road
   
1950: 5 Miles Road 

10000m C.C. 
10 Miles Track 
15 Miles Road 
Marathon 

 

   
1951: 5 Miles Road 

Marathon 
10 Miles Track

   
1953: Marathon  
   
1955: Marathon 15 Miles Road
   
1956: 15 Miles Road 5 Miles Road
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Notable Results 
 
6 Aug 1949 NSW Marathon Championship Rockdale, NSW 6th 3:12:11 
3 Sep 1949 NSW 15 Miles Road Championship Manly, NSW 12th  
23 Sep 1950 NSW Marathon Championship Rockdale, NSW 5th 3:06:37 
11 Nov 1950 Victorian Marathon Championship Melbourne, VIC 5th 2:57:23 
3 Feb 1951 NSW Marathon Test Windsor, NSW 1st 2:50:45 
5 Mar 1951 Australian Championship Marathon Hobart, TAS 4th  
15 Sep 1951 NSW Marathon Championship Windsor, NSW 2nd 2:48:06 
19 Jun 1952 Marathon Time Trial Seoul, Korea  2:44:08 
27 Jul 1952 Olympic Games Helsinki, Finland 45th 2:52:23 
25 Jul 1953 Queensland Championship Marathon Brisbane, QLD 1st 2:53:30 
15 Aug 1953 NSW Marathon Championship Botany, NSW   
4 Jun 1960 Australian Championship Marathon Melbourne, VIC 16th 3:00:11 
 
Further Reading 
 
The club website has many documents pertaining to the history of the club available for download in 
pdf format: http://www.sgdac.org/documents.php 

 
The club website has detailed results of club events, open handicap events, track & field events, and 
State, National and International Championship events featuring club athletes from 1921 onwards: 
http://www.sgdac.org/results.php 
 
Summary of Claude Smeal’s results: http://www.sgdac.org/Athlete/2056/1/  
 
Please contact the author via webmaster@sgdac.org with feedback, suggestions, additional 
information, results or resources to help expand and improve these history documents. 


